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Going Smokefree?
- I wouldn’t start from here!
Ian Gray FCIEH
Chartered Environmental Health Practitioner
CIEH Principal Policy Officer

Liam Mullone

Civil
Rights
Response
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Overall Compliance in
Month 1

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (356)
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Northern Rock

No-smoking Police
No-smoking
No
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Caroline Flint
“This is one of the most
significant pieces of
public health legislation
of the last 50 years.
It will create the single
biggest improvement in
public health for a
generation.”

Liam Donaldson
“A large footprint
in the history of
public health”
Liam Donaldson
Chief Medical Officer,
Department of Health

Caroline Flint, Minister of State
for Public Health

Charles Kennedy

Winnie Langley (100 years old)

Smoked for 93 years
but “I never inhaled.”
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The Reverend Anthony Carr

Dave West

The smoking
vicar

Hamish Howitt
“This is a smoking
establishment.
Eat, Drink, Smoke
and be Merry!”

The Happy Scots Bar
Karioke
SMOKERS
HOSTILE
AGAINST
GOVERNMENT
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Freedom2choose.co.uk

Sarah Thornton
and her smoke spray
‘People do not feel
like they have
been out unless
they go home
smelling of stale
cigarettes’

“I do not know who is currently actioning the Judicial Review.
The fundamental reason for F2C’ s existence seems now to be a
side show.”

Dining out in London

Alfresco Bingo!

93% of 5000 London
diners were in favour of
the smokefree legislation
1/3rd said that they are
eating out more often
since its introduction
Survey for Restaurant Guide ZAGAT

Keith Richards

Daniell Radcliffe

It’s only cotton wool
- but he likes it!
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Daniell Radcliffe
“If they are worried about
smoking and not about the
fact that he’s simulating sex
with a young girl on stage, it
makes me think that they’ve
got their priorities wrong”

Why so successful?

David Pugh, Producer of Equus

Key messages
Needed

Health risks
to employees
Health risks
to public
Evidence
overwhelming

Plenty of evidence
Wanted

Workable

The public is
firmly behind the
move to
Smokefree
public places

Experience
elsewhere
proves Smokefree
is workable

In a nutshell:
Smokefree protects health and is positive for business

Standing
Committee on
Tobacco and
Health

6

How can the law regulate
tobacco use
• Health & Safety Principals
– Duty to protect health of workers
– General duty of care to employees and public

Key Message No 1
Be clear about what smoking is

• Human Rights Principals
– Rights of the smoker are secondary to rights
of workers to have health protected
– Right to smoke in your ‘own home’

Hot Coals
(clean burning)
Stainless steel
Upper-screen

2-3mm gap between

Simax glass allowing
visual inspection

Upper screen and mixture

Stainless steel
Lower -screen

M’ assel mixture
(typically honey,
glycerine, tobacco,
molasses and
flavouring)

House socket

Glass tube

Glass corpus

Water
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Key Message No 2
Be clear about where you
cannot smoke

Enclosed/substantially
enclosed
• Key principle 1:
If 50% or more of the walls are
present then it is substantially
enclosed and it is not legal to smoke
in it

Enclosed/substantially
enclosed
• Key principle 2:
If it can be enclosed then it is
considered as enclosed
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A5-Area premises sign
Key Message No 3
Signs work

In a prominent
position at every
entrance
The international
no-smoking symbol

Which of these two
words can you not
understand?
Which law?

Smokefree motor
vehicles
• Key principle 3:
Smokefree vehicles must be
smokefree at all times
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Key Message 4
Be clear about where you can
smoke

Anywhere outdoors

Under a smoking shelter
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In a
designated
bedroom in
a hotel,
hostel and
care home

In a
designated
prison cell

During an
artistic
performance

Unforeseen outcomes
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Hotels
National chains like Travelodge have gone
completely smokefree in all bedrooms
Others reporting huge savings on sheets,
duvets and pillowcases

Brunton Park
Football Ground
Season-long
banning order
on smoking
supporter
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Survey Findings:
Exposure to Secondhand Smoke

Secondhand Smoke
More or less?

Exposure to secondhand smoke

2%

2

4%

3%

12
32%
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42%

2

75
17%

I come into contact with other people’s tobacco smoke at home
I come into contact with other people’s tobacco smoke at work
I come into contact with other people’s tobacco smoke at home AND at work
I do NOT come into contact with other people’s tobacco smoke at home or at work
Don’t know

A great deal more than before July 1st

A little more than before July 1st

About the same as before July 1st

A little less than before July 1st

A great deal less than before July 1st

Don’t know

Triffid Planting!

Prestwick
Airport

New Highway
Code

“Avoid distractions when
driving . . . such as smoking”

98% Compliance – Why?
• Law is clear on where you can and cannot
smoke
• Majority of public support law and will
challenge offenders
• Managers have legal duty for compliance
by staff and public
• Enforcement is last resort
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Stunting their growth?

An artefact of the past

Adults who smoke, % of total, 2005
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Source: American Cancer Society

Questions?

i.gray@cieh.org
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